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Why You Should Consider  
A Residency in Specialty 

Pharmacy 
 
Emory Healthcare’s Specialty Phar-

macy Service was established to meet the 
needs of patients and providers, in the setting 
of an evolving healthcare landscape. Special-
ty medications are typically high cost and 
complex, often requiring close monitoring 
and careful management of therapy. A varie-
ty of diseases are treated with specialty medi-
cations, such as hepatitis C, rheumatoid ar-
thritis, transplant, cystic fibrosis, and cancer. 
Many patients with these diseases receive 
care at academic medical centers due to the 
complexity of treatment and management of 
their conditions. Academic medical centers 
are well suited to successfully provide spe-
cialty pharmacy services due to the concen-
tration of specialists, access to electronic 
medical records, and availability of outpa-
tient pharmacy services. 

An integrated health system specialty 
pharmacy model is unique in that it has the 
ability to connect the patient, provider, and 
pharmacist, at the point of care. The pharma-
cist is an integral part of the healthcare team, 
facilitating discussion and modifications of 
drug therapy with all providers involved in 
treating the patient. The pharmacist also 
helps the patient obtain the medication by 
navigating the insurance approval process 
and facilitating copay assistance. Further-
more, this collaboration has the effect of 
eliminating points where healthcare can be 
fragmented, as the pharmacist also coordi-
nates medication refills and continues to 
serve as a resource to both patients and pro-
viders for the entire duration of therapy. The 
regular point of contact and refill coordina-
tion encourages improved compliance and 
appropriate medication use, as well as ongo-
ing safety monitoring, and improved commu-
nication with providers. This fosters in-
creased accessibility, convenience, and pa-
tient confidence.   

An extension of Emory Healthcare’s 
mission to establish an integrated specialty 
pharmacy service is the creation of a PGY-1 

Pharmacy Residency with a focus on Special-
ty Pharmacy.  Specifically, this residency 
program provides the resident with the op-
portunity to participate in a variety of learn-
ing experiences across several different set-
tings (inpatient, outpatient, and ambulatory 
clinics), and across various campuses (Emory 
University Hospital Midtown, Emory Uni-
versity Hospital, The Emory Clinic, and Win-
ship Cancer Institute). The resident under-
goes rigorous clinical training, as well as ad-
ditional training in the areas of specialty op-
erations and administration. Graduates of this 
residency program will be well prepared to 
work in any area of specialty pharmacy, or to 
pursue a second year of residency training 
(PGY-2).  

Finally, as part of establishing spe-
cialty pharmacy services, Emory has created 
a Specialty On-Call Program. The specialty 
on-call program will be assigned to the resi-
dent who is on-call that week. This program 
has the dual benefit of providing patients 
who are receiving specialty medications ac-
cess to pharmacist residents after-hours to 
address their concerns, as well as providing 
all EUH and EUHM PGY-1 pharmacy resi-
dents another opportunity to hone their clini-
cal skills and engage in direct patient care.  

In an ever-changing healthcare envi-
ronment where medications are often at the 
forefront, pharmacists are well-positioned to 
utilize their expertise to ensure optimal treat-
ment of complex diseases and aid in coordi-
nation of care. Emory Healthcare looks for-
ward to continued growth and expansion of 
their specialty pharmacy services, as well as 
contributing to specialty pharmacy training 
of future clinicians. 
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Preceptor Awards 2015-2016 

New Preceptors  

Emory University Hospital Midtown Emergency  
Department:  
Stephanie  Zack, PharmD 

Dr. Zack is one of the two clinical 
pharmacy specialists in the emergency 
department at EUHM. Stephanie grad-
uated from University of Georgia with 
her Doctorate of Pharmacy in 2013. 
She completed both her PGY-1 phar-
macy practice residency and PGY-2 
critical care residency at UF Health Shands Hospital. 
Her professional interests include infectious diseases, 
sepsis, and pulmonary emboli. Stephanie is excited to 
finally be home and happy that “this Dawg got out of 
Gator country in Gainesville, FL.” In her spare time, 
Stephanie enjoys taking her dog Coco for long walks 
on the beltline. Occasionally, she follows her favorite 
teams, the Georgia Bulldogs and the Atlanta Falcons, 
around the country to explore new cities. Stephanie 
truly enjoys helping residents grow both personally 
and professionally throughout their residency. Stepha-
nie is looking forward to having PGY-1 residents in 
the emergency department this November.  

Emory University Hospital Midtown Emergency  
Department:   
Lauren Howell, PharmD 

Dr. Howell is also one of the 
clinical pharmacy specialists 
in the emergency department 
at EUHM. Lauren graduated 
from Mercer University with 
her Doctorate of Pharmacy in 
2011. She completed both 
her PGY-1 pharmacy practice residency and PGY-2 
critical care residency at Detroit Receiving Hospital. 
Her practice interests include sepsis, advanced cardiac 
life support (ACLS), and medication safety. Long-
term goals for Lauren include exploring opportunities 
that enhance patient care more indirectly, such as aca-
demia or administration. Lauren was born in Decatur, 
GA and grew up near Snellville, GA. In her free time, 
she enjoys hanging out with family and friends, bird-
watching, and trying out new restaurants. She has re-
cently discovered the art of hand-sewing and embroi-
dery. Lauren loves precepting, because she believes 
that residents challenge preceptors to stay up to date 
and always make the right decision.  

A special thanks to all of our wonderful preceptors! 

Kathy French Alley Killian 

Preceptor of the Year:  

Sarah Todd, PharmD, BCPS
  

Dr. Sarah Todd is Emory 
University Hospital’s clini-
cal transplant pharmacist in 
liver transplant. She grew 
up on a farm in Jackson-
ville, IL and obtained her 
Doctorate of Pharmacy from Drake University in 
2000. Sarah completed her PGY-1 residency at the 
University of Massachusetts Medical Center in 2001 
and joined EUH in 2008. Her practice interests in-
clude immunosuppression, CMV, and other infec-
tious diseases. In her free time, she enjoys spending 
time with her family, traveling, cooking, baking, and 
swimming. Dr. Todd has also recently been invited to 
present for the United Network for Organ Sharing 
(UNOS). She sees her role of precepting as planting a 
seed and watching it grow to positively impact patient 
care and the profession of pharmacy.  

Resident Appreciation Award:  

Othman Mohammed, PharmD 

Othman Mohammed grew up 
in Sokoto, Nigeria and moved 
to Atlanta, GA where he has 
resided since. He attended 
Mercer University College of 
Pharmacy and was in their sec-
ond class of graduating Phar-
mDs. Othman joined EUH in 
2000 and enjoys the learning 
environment of the academic medical center. In 
2007, EUH awarded him co-recipient of 
“Pharmacist of the Year.” His favorite part about 
precepting residents is the interaction, enthusiasm, 
and opportunities for shared learning. In his free 
time, Othman enjoys outings with his family, 
watching soccer and football, and doing yardwork 
at his home. 
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Previous EUH Resident GHSP Spotlight 

 Anthony Hawkins, PharmD, BCCCP is a 
former resident of Emory University Hospital and 
was awarded the Georgia Society of Health-System 
Pharmacists Outstanding Young Health-System 
Pharmacist Award in July 2016. Dr. Hawkins ob-
tained his Doctorate of Pharmacy from the Universi-
ty of Georgia (UGA) in 2012. He then completed 
both his PGY-1 Pharmacy Residency and PGY-2 
Critical Care Residency at Emory University Hospi-
tal. The American College of Clinical Pharmacy 
even awarded Dr. Hawkins with a scholarship and 
accepted him into their Research institute’s Men-
tored Research Investigator Training (MeRIT) pro-
gram  as a 2016 investigator . He is currently an as-
sistant professor for UGA with a practice site in the 
medical intensive care unit at Phoebe Putney Memo-
rial Hospital in Albany, GA, where he also coordi-
nates their PGY-1 Pharmacy Residency. He also has 
an adjunct appointment with the Medical College of 
Georgia at Augusta University and was elected to 
the Board of Directors for GSHP. 
 Since developing his practice site at Phoebe 
Putney Memorial Hospital, Dr. Hawkins has collab-
orated with a diverse array of healthcare profession-

als and incorporates learners from pharmacy, medi-
cine, and nursing. He provides education through 
GSHP regional and state presentations, monthly in-
services, and Grand Rounds. Also, he has remained 
active in the American College of Clinical Pharmacy 
and in the Society of Critical Care Medicine. Dr. 
Hawkins is involved in research and has submitted 
multiple manuscripts for publication. Emory is proud 
to have him representing its residency programs and 
wishes him the best of luck in his blossoming career.  

 The REACH Program (Resident Enrichment And Communication with Health Systems) 
provides the current Emory Healthcare residents the opportunity to travel to other hospitals within 
the Southeast to visit and learn the similarities and differences within those programs’ health sys-
tems. In previous years, the residents have visited UT Medical Center, Vanderbilt, Wake Forest, 
Mission Hospital, and Augusta University Hospital. This year, Emory residents traveled to Tampa 
General Hospital and University of Florida Health Shands Hospital. Following the program visits, 
the residents will give an annual presentation to the pharmacy department on findings and sugges-
tions from the other programs to potentially incorporate into the Emory Healthcare programs. 
Emory also hosts at least one non-Georgia program per year. University of North Carolina Health 
Care and University of Florida Health Jacksonville have visited this year. Overall, this experience 
is a great opportunity for networking with other preceptors and residents at nearby institutions.  

REACH Trip 2016 
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 Tyler Beardslee 
 

Danielle Schlafer 
 

Jolie Gallagher 

[insert picture] 

Current position at EUH:  
Oncology Pharmacy Specialist –  
Aerodigestive Oncology 
  
Previously completed pharmacy resi-

dencies: 
PGY1: EUH Pharmacy Practice 
PGY2: EUH Oncology 
  
Practice interests: Targetable muta-

tions in lung cancer, Immunotherapy 
  
Hometown: Woodstock, GA 
Hobbies: going to see live music, run-

ning, golf, snowboarding, watching 
NBA basketball and NFL football 

  
How has your experience been transi-

tioning from your previous residency 
position to your new position? 

    The transition has been eerily smooth. I 
have quickly built a rapport with my 
team, and I think that Emory residency 
training did a lot to help this. They trust 
my pharmacotherapy recommendations 
due to the knowledge that I gained 
during my residency training. 

    New responsibilities within committees 
and other higher level involvement has 
been new, but I have also adapted to 
these roles quickly, using the profes-
sional/non-clinical skills that I devel-
oped in residency 

  
If you had advice to give for others, 

what would you recommend? 
    Learn how to balance your time and 

never stop learning. Although I am 
done with residency, I am not arrogant 
enough to think that I have attained all 
of the knowledge and training neces-
sary to be a full-fledged expert. 

  

Current position at EUH:  
Clinical Pharmacy Specialist –  
Hematology/Leukemia 
  
Previously completed pharmacy resi-

dencies: 
PGY1: EUH Pharmacy Practice 
PGY2: EUH Oncology 
  
Practice interests: hematologic malig-

nancies, immunotherapy, pain manage-
ment 

  
Hometown: Crossville, TN 
Hobbies: traveling, theater  and con-

certs, UNC basketball and SEC foot-
ball 

  
How has your experience been transi-

tioning from your previous residen-
cy position to your new position? 

    Transitioning from resident to special-
ist within the same institution has 
unique challenges as far as establish-
ing yourself as an independent practi-
tioner, and no longer a resident. I think 
it also has had a lot of advantages in 
terms of less orientation time, familiar-
ity with providers and pharmacists, 
and an established working knowledge 
of the resources available. 

  
If you had advice to give for others, 

what would you recommend? 
    Through school and residency, your 

long-term goals probably incorporated 
some version of completing residency 
and the job search process. Now that 
those goals have been achieved, take 
time to evaluate your next goals for the 
long- and short-term. As new opportu-
nities arise in your new position, you 
can assess how they fit with your own 
personal and professional goals. 

Current Position at EUH:  
Clinical Pharmacist II, Critical Care 
 
Previously complete pharmacy resi-

dencies:  
PGY1: EUH Pharmacy Practice 
PGY2: EUH Critical Care 
 
Practice Interests: Sepsis, antimicrobi-

al stewardship, liver failure 
 
Hometown: Mosca, Colorado 
Hobbies: any outdoor  activity, explor-

ing new restaurants and pubs 
 
How has your experience been transi-

tioning from your previous resi-
dency position to your new posi-
tion? 

        Transitioning from residency into 
my first position has been very ex-
citing but also challenging since I 
am starting a new service at EUH.  I 
have really enjoyed expanding clini-
cal critical care pharmacy services 
into the evening hours and feel very 
fortunate to work with such a great 
group of providers, nurses, and 
other pharmacists who have made 
me feel welcomed into this role.  
This position is different than any 
experience I had during residency 
which has forced me to step out of 
my comfort zone many times.  
However, I feel that through resi-
dency training, I was better 
equipped and prepared to handle 
being out of my comfort zone.  I 
look forward to the next year as I 
continue to develop and grow this 
position at Emory! 

 
If you had advice to give for others, 

what would you recommend? 
         Stay involved in pharmacy organi-

zations whether it be attending and 
presenting at annual meetings or 
joining various organization com-
mittees.  Organizations help to keep 
you plugged in to your career and 
allow you to join a network of indi-
viduals who are passionate about 
providing care to patients. Don’t be 
afraid to continue to lean on your 
mentors for advice!  
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Residency Accreditation Updates 

In August of 2016, the American Society of Health System Pharmacists visited the Emory University 
Hospital PGY-2 Solid Organ Transplant Residency 
Program to evaluate it for accreditation. The 
program graduated its first resident, Jordan 
Mangum, in June 2016 and has two residents 

currently in the program. The Emory Transplant Center is ranked the fifth largest transplant center by 
volume nationally and performed 480 transplants, including kidney, liver, lung, and heart transplants, in 
2015. The program anticipates an update on the accreditation status in the spring of 2017. 

EUHM first applied for American Society of Health-System 
Pharmacists (ASHP) Residency Accreditation in July 2015. The 
program has successfully graduated its first two residents, Clara Ni, 
PharmD and Jasmine Peterson, PharmD in June 2016. Dr. Ni is 
currently working on her PGY2 in internal medicine/infectious disease/
academics at Campbell University & Health Sciences and Duke 
University Hospital, while Dr. Peterson is currently working on her 
PGY2 in ambulatory care at the University of Texas.. The ASHP 
accreditation survey team visited EUHM in June of 2016 and granted 
the program preliminary accreditation status. The ASHP Board of 
Directors will meet in March of 2017 to review and vote on the 

recommendations presented by the Commission of Credentialing. Further information on official accreditation status 
will be available following the spring meeting. With nothing more to do but wait, EUHM is planning ahead and 

EUH PGY-2 Solid Organ Transplant 

 Each year, the Emory University Hospital 
PGY1 pharmacy residents participate in a longitudi-

nal quality improvement project. The purpose of the 
quality improvement project is for residents to evalu-
ate institution protocols and performance while im-

plementing changes to enhance patient outcomes. 
This year, the project is for residents to determine 
the scope of use of bivalirudin and argatroban, direct 

thrombin inhibitors, at Emory University Hospital 
and Emory University Hospital Midtown from Janu-
ary 1, 2016 to September 30, 2016. In patients with 

documented or suspected heparin-induced thrombo-
cytopenia (HIT), direct thrombin inhibitors are an 

alternative option for anticoagulation management. 
Both institutions have a current power-plan for the 

use of these medications and the medications are ad-
ministered according to a nurse driven protocol. Res-
idents are currently evaluating the appropriate use of 

the two medications, the implementation of the nurse 
protocol, and the transition from these medications 
to other anticoagulation products. Residents have 

started data collection and hope to analyze and eval-
uate the results by December 2016. The goal is for 
residents to create a plan to improve medication uti-

lization at Emory Healthcare institutions.  

Quality Improvement Project: Improving Utilization of Intravenous  

Direct Thrombin Inhibitors 



The Emory Edition              Page 6 

Residency Program Director Spotlight 

2016-2017 Emory Healthcare Pharmacy Residents 

Name Position Practice Interests Other Interests 

Elyse Panjic, 

PharmD, BCOP 
 EUH PGY1 Residency Director 

 Clinical Specialist  Hematology/Oncology 

 Lymphoma 

 Acute leukemia 

 Infectious Disease 

 Medication Safety 

 Chemotherapy safety 

 Oncology research 

 Precepting Mercer APPE 
students and pharmacy 
residents 

Collin Lee, 

PharmD, BCPS 
 EUHM PGY1 Residency Direc-

tor 

 Assistant Director of Pharmacy, Clinical 
Services 

 Northeast/Metro District Director for 
GSHP 

 Literature Review/statistics 

 Formulary management 

 Practice management 

 Medication Safety 

 Coaching Basketball 

Kelly Ouellette, 

PharmD, BCPS 
 Emory St. Joseph’s PGY1 Resi-

dency Director 

 Clinical Coordinator 

 Clinical Specialist Cardiology/
Anticoagulation 

 Cardiology 

 Anticoagulation 

 Heart Transplant 

 Critical Care 

 Traveling whenever and 
wherever possible 

Jenna Ferrara, 

PharmD, BCPS 
 EUHM Specialty Pharmacy 

PGY1 Residency Director 

 Clinical Specialist Infectious Disease/
Hepatology at the Emory Clinic, Center for 
Viral Hepatitis 

 Hepatitis C 

 HIV/AIDS 

 Public Health 

 Specialty Pharmacy 

 Preceptor for Mercer 
College of Pharmacy 
students and UGA Col-
lege of Pharmacy stu-
dents 

Stacey Campbell, 

PharmD, MPH, 

BCPS 

 EUH Critical Care PGY2 Resi-
dency Director 

 Clinical Specialist Medicine/Pulmonary 
Critical Care 

 Adjunct Clinical Assistant Professor -  
Mercer  University College of Pharmacy 
and Health Sciences 

 Infectious Disease 

 Sepsis 

 Sedation 

 Delirium 

 Glycemic Control 

 Traveling, reading, avid 
moviegoer, playing 
piano, and running 

Minal Surati, 

PharmD, BCOP 
 EUH Hematology/Oncology 

PGY2 Residency Director 

 Clinical Specialist Hematology/ Oncology 

 Leukemia 

 Lymphoma 

 HCT 

 Multiple Myeloma 

 Hematology/oncology 
research 

 Precepting Mercer APPE 
students and pharmacy 
residents 

Dan Griffith, RPH, 

BCNSP  
 EUH Nutrition Support PGY2 

Residency Director 

 Clinical Coordinator  Nutrition and Meta-
bolic Support Service 

 Glutathione 

 Growth Factor - Nutrient 
Interactions 

 Nutrient Pharmacotherapy 

 Rotation preceptor for 
Mercer College of Phar-
macy 

 2013 Preceptor of the 
year 

Michael Hurtik, 

PharmD, BCPS 
 EUH Solid Organ Transplant  

PGY2 Residency Director 

 Clinical Specialist Heart/Lung Transplant 

 Antibody Mediated rejec-
tion 

 Immunosuppressant Phar-
macokinetics 

 Fungal infections 

 Eating, traveling, eating, 
biking, eating, growing 
vegetables, eating 

Steve Mok, 

PharmD, BCPS 

(AQ-ID) 

 EUHM/EUH Infectious Disease 
PGY2 Residency Director 

 Clinical Specialist Infectious Diseases at 
EUHM 

 Fungal infections 

 Hepatitis C 

 HIV/AIDS 

 Pharmacoeconomics 

 Pharmacy Education 

 Rotation preceptor for 
Mercer College of Phar-
macy and UGA College 
of Pharmacy 
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New Facilities For a New Residency Class 

 

Welcome to Our Humble Abode 

We’ve upgraded! Our mismatched, large office 
desks have been replaced with efficiently spaced 
cubicles. These cubicles are equipped with lights 
and overhead storage space that was lacking in our 
previous office design. The half-cubicle style desks 
give the 13 of us plenty of space to work and focus 
while still providing an open environment for con-
versation and activities. And yes, we still have the 
Holiday (seasonally decorated) tree. 

 

 

New J-wing at Emory University Hospital 

A 232-bed tower and underground parking deck is 
currently being constructed next to the Emory Clin-
ics and directly across Clifton Road from the main 
hospital. Expected to open in the summer of 2017, 
this 9-story tower will primarily be used for cancer 
and transplant patients and will contain 40 ICU 
beds. This energy efficient addition will consume 
20% less power than a typical hospital. A new two-
tiered bridge across Clifton Road will provide sepa-
rate walkways for patients and employees once 
construction is complete.   

 

Development of New IV Product Room at Emory University Hospital Midtown 

A brand new, USP 797 compliant clean room is currently being constructed at Emory Midtown. 
While under construction, the hospital has temporarily transitioned all IV compounding to their 
Winship Infusion Center on the 16th floor. Emory Midtown is excited to continue the safe pharma-
ceutical care that has been associated with the institution since its inception. 

 All Emory pharmacy residency programs offer the opportunity to gain a teaching certificate 
at the completion of the program through participation in the Mercer College of Pharmacy Teach-
ing Certificate program. ASHP requires that all residents gain experience in teaching and precept-
ing throughout the year. Emory Healthcare offers pharmacy residents the ability to work with Mer-
cer College of Pharmacy to gain experience in these areas. The Mercer College of Pharmacy 
Teaching Program allows the residents to develop skills to practice in an academic setting. Resi-
dents gain experience presenting didactic lectures, precepting pharmacy students, and developing a 
teaching portfolio. At the completion of the program, residents will have gained experience educat-
ing pharmacy students to help further advance their careers in academic pharmacy.  

Mercer College of Pharmacy Teaching Certificate 
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Meet The EUH PGY-1 Residents 
 

Dr. Ben Albrecht is originally from Augusta, Georgia and graduated with a BS in 

Biochemistry from the Georgia Institute of Technology. He received his PharmD from the 

University Of Georgia College Of Pharmacy. His professional interests include oncology, 

solid organ transplant, and infectious disease. After the completion of his PGY1 residency 

program, Ben plans to pursue a PGY2 in infectious disease. During his free time, Ben 

enjoys reading science fiction and thriller novels, watching action movies, jogging,        

attempting to cook and spending time with friends and family. 

 

 

Dr. Danielle Bley is from Orlando, FL and graduated with a BS in Biology from 

the University of Central Florida. She received her Doctor of Pharmacy degree from 

the University of Florida Orlando Campus. She is primarily interested in solid organ 

transplant and plans to pursue a PGY-2 residency in solid organ transplant after    

completion of her PGY-1 Pharmacy Practice Residency. Outside of pharmacy,     

Danielle enjoys hiking, traveling, and spending time with family and friends. Danielle 

is grateful for the constant support of her family, friends, and mentors. 

 

 

Dr. Sarah Caulfield is originally from Douglasville, GA and graduated with a BS in  

Biology from Kennesaw State University in Kennesaw, Ga. She received her Doctor of 

Pharmacy degree from Mercer University College of Pharmacy in Atlanta, Georgia. Her  

professional interests include Hematology/Oncology, Internal Medicine, and Ambulatory 

Care. Following her PGY-1 residency, Sarah hopes to pursue a PGY-2 residency in         

Oncology. Long term, she plans to pursue board certification and plans to work in an      

outpatient oncology clinic associated with a large academic medical center.  Outside of 

pharmacy, Sarah enjoys spending time with her husband, Brian and her dog, Halen. They 

enjoy traveling, hiking, trying new restaurants, and going to the pool. She loves spending time with her friends and 

family and is very thankful for their constant support. 

 

 

Dr. Kevin Hall is originally from Lilburn, Georgia and graduated with a BS in      

Biology from the University of Georgia. He received his Doctor of Pharmacy degree from 

Mercer University College of Pharmacy. His professional interests include hematology/

oncology, and he hopes to pursue a PGY-2 residency in hematology/oncology next year. 

In his free time, Kevin enjoys spending time with his wife and dog, playing guitar, going 

to baseball games, and cheering for UGA football. 

 

 The new professional development seminar provides Emory residents with the tips and tools   
needed to excel as they transition into the workforce. The workshop series meets monthly where          
preceptors provide professional input on a broad range of topics ranging from mock interviews, CV     
reviews, and many other topics to help ensure our residents are fully prepared before they begin           
applications for the next year. The guidance from the Emory preceptors helps mold our residents into 
highly qualified candidates for their next step forward! 

Professional Development Seminar 

https://plunkett.smugmug.com/EmoryHealthcare-Pharmacys/i-VdfXKdK
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Dr. Kayla Nichols was raised in St. Augustine, Florida, which is the oldest 

city in the United States. She graduated from the University of Florida twice, first 

with a B.S. in Food Science and Human Nutrition and later with her Doctorate of 

Pharmacy. Professionally, Kayla is interested in critical care, infectious disease, 

and emergency medicine, and following her PGY-1 residency, Kayla hopes to 

pursue a PGY-2 residency in critical care or infectious disease. In five years, she 

hopes to be practicing as a clinical specialist with her own interdisciplinary team 

and a preceptor to the pharmacists of the future. Outside of the hospital, Kayla 

has a shih-tzu named Allie, and she enjoys exploring Atlanta. Kayla is thankful for 

the opportunity to be at Emory University Healthcare and grateful for the support of her loving friends and 

family.    

 

 

Dr. Julie Patel is from Rome, Georgia and graduated with a Doctor of       

Pharmacy degree from Mercer University College of Pharmacy in Atlanta, Georgia. 

Her professional interests include internal medicine and emergency medicine.    

Following her PGY1 Pharmacy Practice Residency, she plans to complete a PGY2 

in one of her areas of interest. In the future, she hopes to attain a position at large, 

academic hospital and precept students and residents. Outside of pharmacy, Julie 

enjoys traveling, dancing, watching movies and spending time with friends and         

family. 

 

Emory University Hospital Midtown Post Graduate Year One 

 

Dr. Huong Pham is originally from Vietnam, and currently lives in Cumming, 

Georgia. She received her Doctor of Pharmacy from the University of Georgia     

College of Pharmacy in Athens, Georgia. Her professional interests include         

infectious diseases, critical care, and academia.  Following the completion of her 

PGY-1 residency, she plans to pursue a PGY-2 in infectious diseases. Her          

professional goal is to practice as a clinical specialist at a teaching institution where 

she can engage in clinical research as well as participate in the teaching and     

learning process. In her free time, Dr. Pham enjoys exploring new restaurants, home 

decorating, and spending time with her family and friends. 

 

 

Dr. Ava Afshar is from John ’s Creek, Georgia and graduated with her BS in        

Biochemistry from the Georgia Institute of Technology. She received her Doctor of 

Pharmacy degree from Mercer University College of Pharmacy in Atlanta, GA. Her 

professional interests include infectious diseases and internal medicine. In her free 

time, Ava enjoys running, cooking, trying out new restaurants, and spending time with 

her family and friends. 



The Emory Edition         Page 10 

Emory University Hospital Midtown Post Graduate Year One 

Specialty Focus 
 

Dr. Shin Ly is originally from New Orleans, Louisiana. She obtained her 

B.S. in Neuroscience from Brandeis University in Waltham, Massachusetts. She 

received her Doctor of Pharmacy degree from the University of Georgia in     

Athens, GA.  Her professional interests include specialty pharmacy,               

establishment of new clinical services, coordination of care within a health care 

system, ambulatory care, and internal medicine. Her future goals are to work as 

a clinical specialist engaging in direct patient care, while also having             

opportunities to precept and collaborate with individuals all along the healthcare 

spectrum. In her spare time, Shin enjoys the company of her husband and her 3 

dogs, catching music festivals and fitting in as much eating and traveling as possible. 

 

 

Emory Saint Joseph's Hospital Post Graduate Year One 
 

Dr. Holly Summey is originally from Fayetteville, Georgia and graduated with 

a BSA in Food Science and Technology from the University of Georgia. She      

received her Doctor of Pharmacy degree from the University of Georgia as well. 

Her professional interests include cardiology and critical care. Her long term career 

goals include board certification in pharmacotherapy and working as a clinical    

specialist in a community hospital. Outside of pharmacy she enjoys traveling,     

running, and baking desserts. 

 

 

Dr. Eric Trinh is originally from Marietta, GA and graduated with a BS in     

biochemistry from Georgia Tech. He graduated with a Doctor of Pharmacy degree 

from University of Georgia. His professional interests are in oncology, transplant, 

and critical care and plans to pursue a PGY-2 residency in one of these fields. In 

his free time, he enjoys watching sports, gaming, traveling to new places, trying 

new restaurants, and spending time with his fiancé. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Emory University Health Systems, PGY-1 Class of 2016-2017! 

https://plunkett.smugmug.com/EmoryHealthcare-Pharmacys/i-GS5mb4s
https://plunkett.smugmug.com/EmoryHealthcare-Pharmacys/i-GS5mb4s


Critical Care 

 

Dr. Michelle Papathanas is from Cincinnati, Ohio and graduated with her 

PharmD from the University of Cincinnati. She completed her PGY-1 residency at 

The University of Chicago Medicine. Her professional interests include mechanical 

circulatory support, shock states, and anticoagulation in the critically ill. Following 

her PGY-2 residency she plans to pursue a position as a critical care pharmacy 

specialist.  Outside of pharmacy Michelle enjoys attending and watching Cincinnati 

Bengals football games, finding new places to eat, sleeping, and hanging out with 

friends and family. 

 

Solid Organ Transplant 

 

Dr. Abby Moorman is from Crescent Springs, Kentucky and graduated with a 

PharmD from the University of Kentucky College of Pharmacy. She completed her  

PGY-1 Pharmacy Practice Residency at Emory University Hospital. Her professional 

interests include solid organ transplant, transplant infectious diseases, and Hepatitis C. 

After completing her PGY-2 residency, Abby plans to pursue a career as a transplant 

clinical specialist at a center with opportunities for direct patient care and precepting 

pharmacy students and residents. Outside of pharmacy, Abby enjoys spending time 

with her family and friends, trying new restaurants, listening to live music, and cheering 

on the Kentucky Wildcats. Abby is thankful for the constant support and encouragement 

from her family, friends, and mentors. 

 

Dr. Kerri Roach is originally from Revere, Massachusetts. She graduated 

with a BS in Pharmacy Studies and Doctor of Pharmacy degrees from            

Northeastern University in Boston and completed her PGY-1 residency at Emory 

University Hospital. Her professional interests include solid organ transplant and 

transplant infectious disease. After completing her PGY-2, Kerri is interested in 

pursuing a position as a transplant clinical specialist in a center with opportunities 

for direct patient care, precepting pharmacy students and residents, and clinical 

research. In her free time, she enjoys running, playing golf, rooting for Boston 

sports teams, and spending time with her family and friends. Kerri is grateful for 

the love, support, and encouragement from her family, friends, and mentors. 

 

Internal Medicine 

Dr. Matthew Wallace completed his PGY1 residency at Emory University    

Hospital.  He has received a BS in Polymer and Textile Chemistry from the Georgia 

Institute of Technology and a Master of Divinity from Emmanuel Christian Seminary 

in Johnson City, TN.  He earned his Doctor of Pharmacy degree from Mercer      

University in Atlanta, GA.  His professional interests include internal medicine,      

infectious diseases, and medication safety.  His long-term career goals include 

board certification and working as a clinical specialist at an academic medical center 

where he can balance direct patient care with precepting and mentoring students. 

Outside of pharmacy, he enjoys sports, music, theater, reading and spending as 

much time as possible with his wife and two wonderful kids. 
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Oncology 

 

Sarah Chehab, PharmD 

Dr. Sarah Chehab is from Tampa, FL and graduated with a Doctor of Pharmacy 

from the University of Florida College of Pharmacy. Sarah is completing a PGY-2 

residency in hematology/oncology. Her current oncology interests include       

leukemia and melanoma. In the future, she hopes to practice at a teaching     

hospital and precept pharmacy students and residents. Outside of pharmacy, 

Sarah enjoys going to Disney World, trying new restaurants and ice cream 

shops, and hanging out with her family. Dr. Chehab is always thankful for the 

support and encouragement from her friends and family. 

 

 

Justin Lawson, PharmD 

Dr. Justin Lawson is from Lilburn, GA and earned his Doctor of Pharmacy degree 

from Mercer University in Atlanta, GA.  After pharmacy school, he completed his 

PGY1 residency at Emory University Hospital and stayed on to pursue a PGY2 in 

Hematology/Oncology.  His current professional interests include lung cancer, 

bone marrow transplant, clinical research and academia.  After residency, Justin 

plans to pursue a career as faculty at a college of pharmacy or as a clinical     

specialist at an NCI-designated Cancer Center. Outside of pharmacy, Justin    

enjoys reading a good book, watching a terrible movie and spending time with 

friends and family. 

 

 

Infectious Disease 

 

Crystal Howell, PharmD 

Dr. Crystal Howell is from Austin, Texas and graduated with her PharmD from The 

University of Texas at Austin. After pharmacy school she trained as a PGY-1  

pharmacy resident at Emory University Hospital in Atlanta, Georgia and is         

continuing on for PGY-2 infectious diseases residency at Emory University      

Hospital Midtown and Emory University Hospital in Atlanta, Georgia.  Her         

professional interests include multi-drug resistance, stewardship, public outreach 

and academia.  After completing a PGY-2 infectious diseases residency, Crystal 

plans to pursue a joint position as an inpatient infectious diseases pharmacist with 

a focus on stewardship and faculty at a college of pharmacy.  In her spare time, she enjoys spending time 

with her family and friends, dancing, listening to music, reading, outdoor activities, watching sports, and 

catching up on the latest superhero movies.  Crystal is grateful for the love and support of her family and 

friends. 
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Where The 2015-2016 Residents Are Now 

Still Searching For… 

Abby Morman, PharmD, BCPS 

 PGY-2 Resident in Solid Organ Transplant at Emory University Hospital in Atlanta, GA 

Kerri Roach, PharmD, BCPS 

 PGY-2 Resident in Solid Organ Transplant at Emory University Hospital in Atlanta, GA 

Justin Lawson, PharmD  

 PGY-2 Resident in Oncology at Emory University Hospital in Atlanta, GA 

Matthew Wallace, PharmD, BCPS 

 PGY-2 Resident in Internal Medicine at Emory University Hospital in Atlanta, GA 

Crystal Howell, PharmD, BCPS  

 PGY-2 Resident in Infectious Diseases at Emory University Hospital Midtown/Emory University Hospital in Atlanta, GA 

Hanna Rac, PharmD 

 PGY-2 in Resident Infectious Diseases at University of Mississippi Medical Center in Jackson, MS 

Tyler Beardslee, PharmD  

 Clinical Pharmacy Specialist – Aerodigestive Oncology at Emory University Hospital in Atlanta, GA 
Jolie Wells, PharmD  

 Clinical Pharmacist II, Critical Care at Emory University Hospital in Atlanta, GA 
Danielle Schlafer, PharmD  

 Clinical Pharmacy Specialist – Hematology/Leukemia at Emory University Hospital in Atlanta, GA 
Jasmine Peterson, PharmD 
 PGY-2 Resident in Ambulatory Care at the University of Texas at Austin/CommUnityCare Federally Qualified Health Centers 
Clara Ni, PharmD 
 PGY-2 Resident in Internal Medicine/Infectious disease/Academia at Duke University Hospital in Durham, NC 
Jennifer Dean, PharmD 
 Clinical Pharmacist at Emory St. Joseph’s Hospital in Atlanta, GA 
Raphaelle Lombardo, PharmD 
 Clinical Pharmacist at Emory St. Joseph’s Hospital in Atlanta, GA 
Jordan Mangum, PharmD 
 Clinical Pharmacy Specialist in Solid Organ Transplant at Oschner Medical Center in Jefferson, LA 
Taryn Murray, PharmD 
 Clinical General Pharmacist at UNC Health Care in Chapel Hill, NC 
Jamie Basham, PharmD 
 Post-Op Clinical Pharmacist at Iredell Memorial Hospital in Statesville, NC 
Ashley Jones, PharmD 
 Clinical Pharmacy Specialist in Antimicrobial Stewardship at Providence Hospital in Mobile, AL 

If you’re in contact with one of these missing Emory alumni please let us know. 
We would love to share the Emory Edition and other noteworthy information. 

Please contact us! 

rxresidency@emoryhealthcare.org 

Emory Pharmacy Residency Website: 

http://www.rxresidency.emory.edu/ 
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Priscilla L Amos Donna S. Carr Claire Hope Economy Kelly B. Brooks 

Judith B. Forio Suzanne P. Dix Theresa A. Pollard Jennifer A. Nelson 

Shawn R. Akkerman Marti A. Williams Catherine A. Smith Lois Dent Hoppstein 

Linda Bullock Mary V. Littleton Brandi Opella Bishop Letty A. Gibson 

Richard C. Capps Amy H. Matistic Lori A. Hinzel Khanh Q. Bui 

Dianna Sue Mertl Kerri S. Keefe Janet Fox C. Scott Schlesman 

Harold L. Nicks Catherine S. Wade Corrie J. Lotz Rebecca J. Johnson 

Edo-abasi Umoh Jack Y.C. Lee Elizabeth R. Collins Fiona Tran 

Marilyn H. Borges Mary Jensen Camp L. David Carver Hang T. Nguyen 

Cleve Tyre, Jr.  Alison Kepple Angela L. Kicklighter Mathis  


